THE   EXPANSION   OF   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
Adriatic, and by so doing assured navigation to die Levant. This,
however, did not by any means prevent Venice from trafficking
with Islam. It is true that the Emperor, as early as 814-820, had
prohibited trading with the Saracens of Syria and Egypt, but
the Venetians traded with the infidel, even while they fought
him. It was from Alexandria that a fleet of ten ships brought the
relics of Saint Mark to Venice in 827, the Venetians having
stolen them unknown to the Christians, as to the Musulmans,
of the city.1
The most important branch of Venetian trade was the traffic
in the Slav slaves of the Dalmatian coast. In 876 the Doge pro-
hibited this trade, but in vain. In the middle of the pth century
the merchants were even selling Christian slaves to the Musulmans.2
The commercial treaty concluded between Venice and Lothair
in 840,8 which shows that the city was essentially mercantile,
forbade the sale of Christian slaves and of eunuchs. Venice was
above all a port and a market. She played die part which had
formerly been played by Marseilles. From Venice passengers
embarked for the Levant, and from Venice timber for building
purposes was exported to Egypt.
From the Orient came spices and silk, which were immediately
re-exported to the mainland, to Pavia and Rome.4 There must
also have been some traffic across the Alps,5 although the amount
of this trade would have been insignificant at the period of which
we are speaking.
Venice also had as her market the whole of the Dalmatian
coast. It was probably with this coast that the busiest trade was
carried on.
Compared with the Occident, Venice was another world. The
Venetians had the mercantile spirit, and were not embarrassed by
1	HARTMANN, Op. tit., Vol. Ill, p. 68.
2	schaube, op. cit., p. 3, No. 3 and p. 22; A. DH»scH,Dfe Wirtschaftsentwicklung
der Karolingerzeit, vol. II, 2nd ed., 1922, p. 143.
8 M.G.H. CAPIT., VOl. II, p. 130.
 *	thompson, Economic and Social History ofthl Middle Ages, 1928, p. 267.
 *	H. BUCHNBR, Op. tit., p. 59.
179

